
The trinitasgolf.com website, picture 
above, indicates it is a foregone 
conclusion the golf course will receive 
the necessary approvals and has web 
pages devoted to attracting individual 
and corporate memberships, 
tournament and group play. 
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   Efforts are under way to market memberships and solicit tournament and group 
play at Trinitas Golf Club, although the owner has not completed the county’s 
approval process for such a commercialized venture in what has been a rural and 
agricultural area. 
   Mike Nemee, the owner and architect of Trinitas, has submitted an application 
to the county to turn what has been his personal 18-hole golf course off Ospital 
Road into a commercial venture offering private memberships and including 
development of a clubhouse, spa and lodge. 
   An environmental review of the proposed project is under way, but the proposal 
has not been before the county’s Planning Commission or Board of Supervisors 
for approval. 
   Although the project has not received county approval, the golf course’s website 
– www.trinitasgolf.com - touts it is “Coming Soon” and has webpages for 
membership, tournament and group play inquiries. 
   Don Winter, Trinitas’ head golf professional, says the operation is accepting 
members; people speak freely about obtaining $50,000 memberships to the club, 
and others talk about playing $150 rounds at the course, but Nemee denies he is 
selling memberships, nor are people paying to play golf on his property. 
   Nemee says the public can buy a bottle of olive oil at his property, take a tour of it and he won’t charge them to play a round of 
golf. He is selling his olive oil for $75 to $80 a bottle, he added. 
  Nemee termed what others have called “memberships” as “founding investors.”  
   Nemee said they are loaning money to the project. Instead of buying traditional memberships that continue to charge fees, 
Nemee said his “founding investors” could play golf free for the next 20 years on the course. At the end of that time, he will 
return them their money. 
   People in the golf industry have issues with Nemee and the county. 
   Nemee is selling memberships and opening the course to play without completing the public review process, they say. 
   Dave Tanner of Tanner Consulting Group, which provides golf-engineering services, said a lot of work has been done at the 
site without all of the necessary permits, which were required by other golf courses before being built in the county. 
   He said Trinitas has not gone through a fraction of the public scrutiny Saddle Creek in Copperopolis went through and 
wondered why the county has turned a blind eye on the work that has already been done by Nemee. 
   He added that water should be a key environmental issue and Trinitas will use plenty of it. He said the county needs to 
determine whether the watering of Trinitas will draw down the water table in the area and if so how that situation will be 
mitigated. If the county does not, there is plenty of case law that will hold the county as well as Nemee liable for damages to 
area property owners. 
   Rod Metzler, a general partner for La Contenta Golf Club, said he couldn’t believe the county has not stepped in to stop 
Nemee from charging green fees and memberships without the proper permits. 
   The situation creates an unfair disadvantage to other courses in the area that have gone through the regulatory process, 
mitigated their impacts on the public, paid all of their necessary fees, and also pay property taxes as commercial ventures, he 
said. 
   “It appears Mr. Nemee believes in asking for forgiveness instead of permission,” Metzler said. 
   Trinitas is located within Supervisor Bill Claudino’s district. Claudino said he had no problem with Nemee selling memberships 
prior to the county granting approval. 
   “We have no control over his business operation,” Claudino said. “It will be a long and arduous process. He will have to be in 
compliance before he goes into business and there will be no shortcuts here.” 
   The District One supervisor said, “I guess (Nemee’s) optimistic about the project and is trying to raise capital.” 
   District 5 Supervisor Russ Thomas said he has to keep an open mind as the project goes through the planning process, but he 
had a problem with the appearance of memberships being sold prior to any approval from the county. 
   He added that Nemee and his consultant had talked to county staff about some upcoming articles in several golf magazines. 
Thomas said it was his understanding that staff had advised Nemee or his representative not to give any appearance that the 
county had granted entitlements to the project. 
  Public sentiment toward the project has been less than enthusiastic. 
   A “public scoping session” was conducted in February of 2006 in the Old Burson Firehouse and nearby residents expressed 
their concerns with Nemee’s proposal. 
   In addition to issues over water, Nemee’s neighbors said Highway 26 and Ospital Road were already inadequate and could 
not handle any additional increases in traffic without major improvements. 
  Residents also complained about the way Nemee initially circumvented the county’s planning process by installing what was 
first called a personal golf course that did not need a permit, and now it was the cornerstone of his proposed commercial 
development. 
   In addition to the golf course, Nemee plans to build 13 homes on the site. 
 


