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 The fate of The Ridge at Trinitas golf course is hanging by a thread after a laundry list of concerns was 
brought before Calaveras County supervisors Tuesday. 
 Originally scheduled as consideration of approval of an $87,900 contact with consultants Quad 
Knopf for additional planning services, the meeting quickly turned to a harsh criticism of the project, 
particularly because of unsanctioned construction and golf tournaments rumored to be occurring regardless 
of county stop-work orders. 
 Supervisor Bill Claudino said “the applicants are not being very good advocates of their project,” 
referring to a golf tournament scheduled this week. 
 Although the applicant, Mike Nemee, was not at the meeting, his representative, attorney Diane 
Kindermann of Abbott & Kindermann, denied that a golf tournament was taking place. Kindermann took 
the brunt of supervisors’ comments, but said she would relay them to the applicant. 
 Claudino read aloud the definition of the word “stop,” urging Nemee to cease all construction in 
order to stay favorable in the eyes of the county. “It doesn’t mean include golf tournaments, it doesn’t 
include encroachments and it doesn’t include anymore grading,” Claudino said. 
 Supervisor Russ Thomas also issued a stern warning, saying that the likelihood he would vote in 
favor of the project was in inverse proportion to “things moving along like business as usual” at the golf 
course and construction site. 
 Community Development Director Stephanie Moreno asked that the contract approval be delayed 
two weeks to give staff members time to go over a flood of comments that came in after the agenda was 
released to the public, adding that the department has purchased a file cabinet just to house all the Trinitas 
comments. Although it was recommended that no action be taken, several citizens also brought their 
concerns before the board, many of whom were holding charts and piles of paperwork on the course and 
environmental report. 
 Supervisor Steve Wilensky expressed an immediate concern about the viability of Trinitas, going 
so far as to suggest that “it may be time to cut everybody’s losses and get to the point of whether this is a 
project and a process worthy of this county or not.” “If the answers to these things can’t be found, and if 
our processes have been so blighted along the way, it seems to me very difficult to ask for more 
contributions from anybody on this,” Wilensky said. 
 Then, in a surprise move by Tom Tryon – who typically criticizes overly extensive 
environmental reviews – he recommended that the county consider terminating the project before 
considering any further action. Noting that the applicant, Mike Nemee, has already invested a lot of money 
and stands to put more down for additional planning work, Tryon proposed that the board review the 
“appropriate findings” in a public hearing and then decide whether to issue a “recommendation for 
termination” at a later time. 
 “We owe it to both parties… to see if there are three votes to continue this project,” Tryon said, 
noting that the board can bypass the Planning Commission if needed; Trinitas has been delayed 
indefinitely from its Sept. 20 planning hearing. 
 Supervisor Merita Callaway was also wary of moving forward with the Trinitas project. She said 
she supported Tryon’s proposal, but wondered whether Nemee could simply submit another application, 
which would possibly put the county back in the same position. Moreno told the board that Nemee could 
submit the project again, but would have to wait until the county’s moratorium expires. 
 Despite majority support for Wilensky’s and Tryon’s suggestion to stop the project, supervisors 
Bill Claudino and Russ Thomas took a firm stance against departing from county protocol. 
 “I’m not looking forward to the time when I have to make a decision on this,” Thomas said, 
adding that he needed more information before ruling on Trinitas. “This is a drop-dead serious heart-attack-
type of decision that we’re making.”  
 Claudino said he was a “fan” of the county’s traditional planning process and was “not for getting 
in a hurry” in processing projects. 
 The contract with Quad Knopf was also a point of contention. Lew Mayhew, a cofounder of the 
group Keep it Rural Calaveras, which represents about 70 people in the Wallace area opposed to Trinitas, 
criticized the county’s appointment of Quad Knopf to provide further review of the environmental report. He 



pointed out that the consultant already reviewed the environmental draft and gave its stamp of approval 
when the draft was released in June. 
 “So they’ve already seen this,” Mayhew said, adding that he believed Quad Knopf has a bias for 
approving projects “rather than giving them an objective analysis. 
 “They may not be aware,Quad Knopf, but it seems to me that piecemeal construction of this 
course has continued,” Mayhew said. 
 Kathy Mayhew, another cofounder of Keep it Rural Calaveras, also criticized the current 
environmental document for essentially ignoring the golf course in its review. The draft EIR uses the course 
as a baseline for review, not the conditions preceding it. 
 “Is it possible, is it defensible, to begin the EIR process after a considerable amount of change has 
occurred on the site?” Supervisor Wilensky asked. 
 Moreno assured that Quad Knopf “is not biased,” adding, “We (the county) told them where the 
baseline was going to be.” Using the golf course as a baseline was “perfectly legal,” Moreno said, and done 
so because the application for the project was submitted after the course was built. Despite being legal, 
Moreno said the baseline may not be “appropriate” and it is up to the board to determine what it should 
be. 
 Because of the controversy surrounding the issue, the board decided to delay the item for further 
review of the baseline and to consider public comments from the meeting. The next meeting is scheduled 
Nov. 6; the contract approval for Quad Knopf was delayed indefinitely until a baseline is established. 
 The Ridge at Trinitas is a proposed 13-home subdivision and clubhouse in the Wallace area. 
Controversy has brewed around the project particularly because of an 18-hole private golf course that would 
become commercial if approved. 
 Neighbors have also claimed to have well problems that began after construction of the course 
began, and they worry about traffic impacts.  
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